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advantage lay decidedly with the King,   Under           cir-

cumstances to propose terms which involved the surrender of
principles and persons dearest to the King was mere futility.
The King's answer,1 though not unconcillatory in tone
naturally firm. He expressed his willingness to assent to
" any good act for the suppressing of Popery and for the firm
settling of the Protestant religion now established by law/*
and suggested that a Bill should be framed for *' the better
preserving of the Book of Common Prayer from the scorn
and violence of Brownists, Anabaptists, and other Sectaries
with such clauses for the ease of tender consciences as his
Majesty hath formerly offered ". Finally the King proposed
a cessation of arms and "free trade for all his Majesty's
subjects".

This last point was hotly debated in both Houses. The
Lords favoured a cessation; the Commons desired to insist
on disarmament. Eventually a compromise was reached,
and Parliament resolved to ask for a cessation of arms
limited in duration to twenty days. These "articles of ces-
sation " were presented to the King on 1st March, and on
the 6th the King's reply was communicated to Parliament.
Neither proposal was satisfactory, but Parliament "being
still carried on with a vehement desire of peace" sent
further instructions to the Commissioners at Oxford on
18th March. For a whole month negotiations continued at
Oxford. Almost daily communications passed between
Falkland on the one side and the Parliamentary Commis-
sioners, the Earl of Northumberland, Sir William Armine,
Sir John Holland, William Pierrepoint and Bulstrode White-
locke on the other. Frequent instructions were also sent
to the Commissioners from Westminster, The curious
may still follow the daily course of the negotiation in
Rushworth's collection of historical documents. Falkland
1 Rushworth, v., 168. The answer is not printed in Gardiner's Docu-
ments.ace, so quick, and sharp, and severe, that thereLewis. his sufferings, and to encourage his known abilities (for which
